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APPENDIX C 

SA Criteria from Connecticut Water Quality Standards 
 
CLASS SA CRITERIA 
Parameter  Criteria 
Aesthetics  Uniformly excellent. 
 
Dissolved oxygen  Not less than 6.0 mg/L at any time in the nearshore water of Long 

Island Sound, including harbors, embayments and estuarine tributaries. 
 
Not less than 6.0 mg/L at any time in the offshore waters of Long 
Island Sound, above the seasonal pycnocline and throughout the Sound when no 
pycnocline is established. 

 
Not less than 3.5 mg/L for offshore waters within and below the 
seasonal pycnocline. Cumulative periods of dissolved oxygen in the 3.5 
– 4.8 mg/L range shall not exceed exposure parameters. 

 
Sludge deposits solid  None other than of natural origin. 
refuse-floating 
solids-oils and 
grease-scum 
 
Color   None other than of natural origin. 
 
Suspended  None other than of natural origin. 
and settleable solids 
 
Silt or sand deposits None other than of natural origin except as may result from normal 

agricultural, road maintenance, construction activity, dredging activity 
or the discharge of dredged or fill materials provided all reasonable 
controls or Best Management Practices are used in such activities and 
all designated uses are protected and maintained. 

 
Turbidity   None other than of natural origin except as may result from normal 

agricultural, road maintenance, or construction activity, dredging 
activity or discharge of dredged or fill materials provided all 
reasonable controls and Best Management Practices are used to control 
turbidity and none exceeding levels necessary to protect and maintain 
all designated uses. 

 
Indicator bacteria  NEXT PAGE 
 
Taste and odor   As naturally occurs. 
 
pH    6.8 – 8.5 
 
Allowable  There shall be no changes from natural conditions that would impair 
temperature increase any existing or designated uses assigned to this Class and, in no case 

exceed 83 degrees F, or in any case raise the temperature of the 
receiving water more than 4 degrees F. During the period including 
July, August, and September, the temperature of the receiving water 
shall not be raised more that 1.5 degrees F unless it can be shown that 
spawning and growth of indigenous organisms will not be significantly 
affected. 

 
Chemical   None in concentrations or combinations which would be harmful to 
constituents  designated uses. Refer to Standards numbers 10, 11, 12,13, 17, and 19. 



 

WATER QUALITY CRITERIA FOR BACTERIAL INDICATORS OF SANITARY QUALITY 
SEE ALSO STANDARDS # 23 AND 25 

DESIGNATED USE   CLASS  INDICATOR  CRITERIA 
Freshwater 

Drinking Water Supply (1) 
Existing / Proposed    AA   Total coliform   Monthly Moving Average less than 100/100ml 

Single Sample Maximum 500/100ml 
Potential     A   ----    -------- 

Recreation (2)(3) 
Designated Swimming (4)   AA, A, B  Escherichia coli   Geometric Mean less than 126/100ml 

Single Sample Maximum 235/100ml 
Non-designated Swimming (5)   AA, A, B  Escherichia coli   Geometric Mean less than 126/100ml 

Single Sample Maximum 410/100ml 
All Other Recreational Uses   AA, A, B  Escherichia coli   Geometric Mean less than 126/100ml 

Single Sample Maximum 576/100ml 
Saltwater 

Shellfishing 
Direct Consumption    SA   Fecal coliform   Geometric Mean less than 14/100ml 

90% of Samples less than 43/100ml 
Commercial Harvesting    SB   Fecal coliform   Geometric Mean less than 88/100ml 

90% of Samples less than 260/100ml 
Recreation 

Designated Swimming (4)   SA, SB   Enterococci   Geometric Mean less than 35/100ml 
Single Sample Maximum 104/100ml 

All Other Recreational Uses   SA, SB   Enterococci   Geometric Mean less than 35/100ml 
Single Sample Maximum 500/100ml 

Table Notes:  (1) Criteria applies only at the drinking water supply intake structure. 
 (2) Criteria for the protection of recreational uses in Class B waters do not apply when disinfection of sewage treatment plant effluents is not 
  required consistent with Standard 23. 

(3) See Standard # 25. 
(4) Procedures for monitoring and closure of bathing areas by State and Local Health Authorities are specified in: Guidelines for Monitoring 

Bathing Waters and Closure Protocol, adopted jointly by the Department of Environmental Protection and the Department of Public Health, May 1989, 
revised June 1992. 

(5) Includes areas otherwise suitable for swimming but which have not been designated by State or Local authorities as bathing areas, waters 
which support tubing, water skiing, or other recreational activities where full body contact is likely. 

Guidelines for Use of Indicator Bacteria Criteria 
Water Quality Classifications are reviewed approximately every three years at which time all available water quality monitoring data is considered along with other relevant 
information. Relevant information includes but is not limited to federal guidance concerning the scientific basis for deriving the criteria and the potential health risks associated 
with excursions above the criteria, recommended implementation procedures, and the results of sanitary surveys or other investigations into sources of indicator bacteria in the 
watershed. Public input is also solicited and considered in determining the existing water quality conditions and water quality goals. Nevertheless, the Water Quality 
Classification may not be an accurate representation of current water quality conditions at any particular site. For this reason, the Water Quality Classification should not be 
considered as a certification of quality by the State or an approval to engage in certain activities such as swimming or shellfish harvest 
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